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Abstract

Unsheltered Canadians have weathered hardships and navigated crises that most of us could not imagine.
In doing so, they have developed expertise in numerous areas such as housing, practical survival, resource
sharing, conflict mediation, food security, and community leadership. The expert knowledge and skills
acquired in encampments represent valuable assets to communities in a changing world, working to build
resilient and sustainable futures. These community assets are denied to all of us by the ongoing stigma
and moralization of people without housing. This study engaged several co-researchers who live or have
lived in encampments. Using narrative analysis of semi-structured interviews, the project aimed to
uncover the expertise people have developed in unsheltered settlements, as well as explore any
opportunities for community growth and resilience that are missed through exclusion - or gained through
inclusion - of these lived experts. Findings were artistically represented in video form, with guidance and
direction of co-researchers. Positioning participants as co-researchers was a deliberate methodological
choice to support a shift in thinking about expertise. This work employed a decolonizing approach,
challenging the dominant settler colonial worldview which values and prioritizes expertise gained through
formal training, higher education, or professional experience. Lived expert co-researchers had full control
over how involved they wished to be in the research process, if and how they wished to be named or
credited, and to what extent their work would be shared publicly. This poster highlights the project’s

theoretical underpinning and its unique methodologies, crafted to honour and centre lived expertise.
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« Communities everywhere are facing
converging crises.

» We are failing to recognize and value
lived expertise in our future-building.

e e e e e e e

This project asks: « Lived Expert/Former
« What expertise do people develop Encampment Resident
while living unsheltered? S==®.

P e P

« Challenges the traditional and colonial top-down
approach to knowledge production

« Former Frontline
« How can communities leverage this  snejter/Outreach Worker

expertise?

- Reorganizes the concept of expertise around lived
experience of extreme hardship

« Teacher and Student with + Recruitment through relationships of trust
Academic Privilege « Uses short-form video to reach audiences

o Ct ion of ongoing ct ges and outside the typical scope of academic discourse
barriers

» Recognizes that lived expertise is a community

« Participant as co-researcher acset

= Choice and control
« Argues that stigma and moralization result in

« Arts-based element to promote loss of this asset for future-building
participation and increase reach » This is everyone’s work to do!

Much gratitude to my incredible co-researchers for sharing their expertise, and to my research supervisor Dr. Angela
Specht for ongoing project support. Special thanks to Dr. Katie for many to
Ppositic P if writer, and lived expert scholar.
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Eryn is a busy solo parent wrapping up in the Master of Arts - Interdisciplinary Studies
program. Their area of interest is the culture, community, and lived expertise of people living in
encampments and other unsheltered settlements. Currently teaching at their local community
college and working as a research assistant on multiple projects, Eryn brings both lived and
frontline professional experience to their research and advocacy. They live simply in the woods

with their two children, a teen and a toddler, and continue to learn from their unhoused friends
and neighbours every day.
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